P rof. Tom Brazil will be remembered as a gentleman, a great contributor to the world of electrical engineering, and a devoted family man. His passing on 13 April 2018 at the age of 65 was sad and untimely.
Tom received his Ph.D. degree in 1977 from the National University of Ireland, Dublin. His contributions in industry included his subsequent work with Plessey Research in the United Kingdom before he returned to academia. Then, at University College Dublin (UCD), he held the chair of Electronic Engineering and built the UCD Microwave and RF Research Laboratory into a well-known, international center for high-frequency electronic research spanning the device, circuit, and system levels. Over the years, he and his research group have made many significant contributions to nonlinear device modeling, highfrequency simulation, behavioral modeling, and power amplifier design and linearization. In his academic capacity, Tom was devoted to his students and treated them with special kindness and patience.
He 
President's Column (continued from page 8)
As a long-time mentor, President Brazil considered the MTT-S Young Professionals (YP) group to be an explicit point of attention. How can we better engage YPs from both academia and industry in the microwave community? The MTT-S will sponsor multiple YP events at Society conferences in 2018 to help stimulate interaction and better understand the needs and expectations of YPs.
Also in 2018, the MTT-S underwent the usual five-year Society review by the IEEE, which involves preparing a five-year overview report. One of the many metrics reported is the gender ratio among MTT-S members. President Brazil was surprised to observe that female membership constitutes only 5.5% of total MTT-S membership. (The actual number is expected to be somewhat higher because not all members declare their gender when registering.) Similar to its endorsement of local YP events, the MTT-S is increasing its support for Women in Microwaves networking events at MTT-S conferences. In addition, this issue of the magazine kicks off a new column, "Women in Microwaves," under the editorship of Wenquan (Cherry) Che of the Nanjing University of Science and Technology, China. Contributions are welcome for this column, which is expected to appear several times each year.
Please note that my e-mail inbox is always open to receive your suggestions about how the MTT-S can better serve its membership. For now, I welcome you to be inspired by the five features on the topic "Microwave Technologies to Make Objects 'Smart,'" the special focus of this issue.
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